
 

   

 

 

 Dear Families, 

 This year seems to 

be hurtling away from 

us, we are at the end 

of our first half term 

of 2023. The days are getting a little longer and 

brighter, the frost seems to have left us and  the 

first crocuses are in bloom -  the sunshine is on its 

way! 

I hope you all have a restful and happy half term, 

thank you for all your help and support and we will 

look forward to seeing everybody safe and sound on 

February 20th at 8:40am. 

Times Tables Rock Stars and the NSPCC 

The competition will end on 22nd February and a 

certificate presentation will take place on the 

morning of February 24th (celebration assembly).  

Keep working really hard on your times tables 

children, see if you can sneak in some extra practice 

sessions over the half term. 

 

 

 

 

We had a fabulous ‘green day’ last Friday, 

remembering how to ‘speak out; stay safe’ and 

learn our times tables at the same time. Here is 

the league table at close of play last Friday. We 

did very well! 

 

 

Internet safety 

 

Internet safety 

Thanks to the families who completed our 

Internet Safety Questionnaire, it has helped 

us to understand ways that communication 

between home and school is preferred.  

Following this feedback, we have decided not  

to host a presentation this term but will send 

materials and information home to you whilst 

continuing to build on our ‘online learning  

safety’ page on our school website. Please do 

access this page regularly for updates and 

new information. If there is an appetite for a 

parents’ meeting later in the year, we would 

be very keen to host this. I shall write out 

again in the summer term to see if this is 

something that would be appreciated then. 

 

          Attendance 

Three class 

score 95.8% 

this week but 

this is below our school target of 97%, please 

help us to increase the attendance of your 

child.  

 

 

Please see our updated attendance policy on 

the school website. We really appreciate you 

working with us to improve the attendance of 

your child and remind you of the importance 

to keep your child in school as much as 
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Let’s Go Sing 

By now you will have had all your information for the 
Let’s Go Sing concert, to which all KS2 children are 
invited. All our juniors have been learning the songs 
for this amazing show, being hosted at the 
legendary King George’s Hall on March 13th.  
 
Please do complete the MS Form which has been 
resent to you this week, consent for your child is 
critical for their attendance at this event. If your 
child is unable to attend the event – which begins at 
lunchtime, then work will be set for them in school, 
their absence from school cannot be authorised. I 
really urge you to support your child’s engagement 
with this experience, it is an incredible event to be a 
part of. 
 

Ash Wednesday service 

Lent begins this year on Wednesday 22nd February 
and, as well as our Big CAFOD Walk, we are inviting 
you to join our service of ashes, held in school and 
led by Canon Towers. You are most welcome to join 
our KS2 (only) children and staff on this holy Day of 
obligation at 1:30pm in school. 
 
After School clubs next half term 

Mondays – Dodgeball £1 
Tuesdays – Netball £1 
Wednesday – Team Theme 
Thursday – Chess Club and Fizzy Tree 
 
As soon as the field dries we will be able to bring 
football back, we will keep you posted about this. In 
the meantime, please book the above clubs via 
Scopay. 
 

Social media – twitter and our website. 

Follow us and check out the updated website for 

latest calendar events and a sneak peek into ‘A day 

in the life of’ our school. https://www.st-mary-st-

andrews.lancs.sch.uk/events/     Details of all the 

Christmas events are now live on the events page. 

https://twitter.com/BartonSmsa Each week our 

superstars will be posted on here for you to enjoy 

their success with them, come and follow us! 

possible. We cannot authorise any holidays 

and you are likely to be fined if you take your 

child out of school during term time. 

 

 

Following on from the details shared with you 

in our last newsletter about the CAFOD team’s 

recent visit to school, I am welcoming you all 

to join in our CAFOD Lenten fundraiser which 

begins on Ash Wednesday at 8:25am – details 

have already been sent in an email but please 

do come and walk with us at school early that 

morning to begin our fundraising, our page is 

here for you to contribute to if you are able. 

https://cafod.enthuse.com/pf/sarah-roach  

 

 

Birthday celebrations 

It is always lovely when our 

children have a birthday on a 

school day – there is lots of 

singing, hair pulling and fun.  

May I ask that cakes, sweets 

and other edible snacks are not sent in to 

celebrate this, we have many children with 

allergies and intolerances so do not wish to do 

this.  

Historically, we have asked that if you would 

like to celebrate your child’s birthday in class, 

that you buy a book for the class library, 

dedicate their name inside it and will be kept 

and enjoyed by many children. Other gifts 

https://www.st-mary-st-andrews.lancs.sch.uk/events/
https://www.st-mary-st-andrews.lancs.sch.uk/events/
https://twitter.com/BartonSmsa
https://cafod.enthuse.com/pf/sarah-roach


 

 
 

such as pencils, rubbers etc are also welcome. 

Thank you for your help with this. 

 

 

 

Have a wonderful half term everyone! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


