
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

Unbelievably this is our last newsletter of the year; a 

year which has absolutely flown by and seen your 

children grow older, wiser and more lovely. 

Thank you for your support over this year, we 

hugely appreciate such a supportive family 

community and the way you help us to provide the 

best education possible for all of our children. May 

this Christmas be filled with every happiness and 

blessing; with fun, laughter and time together. 

Thank you also for the abundance of gifts the staff 

have received in kindness from you – most 

appreciated but not necessary at all. 

Infant Nativity 

There is no better way to start Christmas than with 

our wonderful infant Nativity. The children were 

absolutely magnificent and told a special story that 

helps us remember the true meaning of Christmas. 

Such a wonderful performance has only been 

possible by our amazing staff: Miss Dunn, Mrs Bisby 

Mrs Feeny, Mrs Garner, Mrs Hand, Mrs Manjra and 

Mr Arrowsmith – what a great team. Unfortunately, 

we don’t have any decent photographs of the 

nativity in action – if you have some, please would 

you email them to staff@st-mary-st-

andrews.lancs.sch.uk we would really love some 

great pics for school! 

Christmas events 

Thank you for all your support so far at the 

Christmas events, we are looking forward to the 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch 

The Christmas lunch was a roaring success – 

a massive thanks to Mrs Flynn, Mrs 

Boardman and a bit of magic from Mrs 

Garner. The dinner was amazing, enjoyed by 

staff and children then followed by an extra-

long playtime and lots of fun in the 

afternoon. 

Sickness in school 

Thank you to everyone who reported their 

child when they have been sick this week, we 

have been really affected by these winter 

viruses and ask you to continue to be hyper 

Sadness and safety 

You may well be aware of the devastating 

loss of four young children this week, who 

died after playing by a frozen lake. We send 

all of our prayers to the bereaved families and 

friends and I ask you to hold them in your 

hearts this Christmas. 

Please take some time 

to read the water 

safety leaflet, 

produced by the Royal 

Life Saving Society 

which I have attached 

for you with this newsletter. It is critical that 

our children understand how to behave 

around water. 
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Christmas fair on Monday 19th at 2pm – please see 

additional details on email sent 11th December.  

Carols around the tree begin at 9am on Tuesday 

20th and everyone is welcome – Tuesday is non-

uniform for the children as a thank you for their hard 

work this term. 

Back to school 

The term begins on Thursday 5th January for all 

children at the usual time of 8:40am. On that day we 

are inviting all the children to return to school as 

Rockstars! You may remember we had a special day 

last year where we launched our TTRS  (Times Table 

Rockstar) competition – it was such a success, we 

are going to do it again and have some fun learning 

our times table. 

Parents’ Evening 

What a great turn out for parents’ evening over the 

last couple of weeks. Thank you to everyone for 

taking the time out of your busy schedules to visit us 

at school and talk about the progress your children 

are making. This will be followed up with an end of 

term report which I hope you find helpful.  

The questionnaires you completed were 

overwhelmingly positive with the main concern being 

the lack of road crossing patrol outside school – 

fortunately, that issue is now remedied, and we 

welcome Stephen Kayes as our new Road Crossing 

Patrol Officer. Stephen is a parent at our school and 

a well known member of our community – we are 

delighted he has taken up the role. 

Clubs in the new Year 

Week commencing 9th January is when our After 

school club activities begin. Some of the clubs have 

changed their usual nights so please check carefully 

when you are booking. You can book these on 

Scopay. All school-led clubs are £1, the fees of other 

privately run activities are outlined on our Events 

page for you: 

vigilant with handwashing and coughing into 

tissues. If your child has sickness or diarrhoea 

then please keep them off from school until 48 

hours after the last incident. If you suspect any 

symptoms of scarlet fever then please contact 

your GP immediately. Here is some helpful 

information from the NHS 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-

fever/#:~:text=Check%20if%20you%20have

%20scarlet,chest%20and%20tummy%2C%2

0then%20spreads  

Congratulations to Owls’ again! 

 

 

I would also like to personally thank the staff 

for striving on with so many coughs, colds and 

infections etc – we have been really battered 

by illness this last few weeks and it cannot go 

unmentioned how fantastic our Deputy Head, 

Mrs Katie Jones, has been in the holding the 

fort so well together in my absence. Thank you 

to all the staff, please have a well-deserved 

rest and Mrs Jones – school has been in very 

safe hands. 

Newhouse After School club 

You will, I am sure, be aware of the 

forthcoming changes to the emergency 

booking system at Newhouse. Mrs Matthews 

has sent an email with the details of the new 

costs and requirements which will commence 

as soon as we return in the new year. Please 

may I ask you to follow our system of 

booking your required childcare in advance – 

95.41%

95.65%

96.77%

95.02%

95.58%

WRENS

ROBINS

OWLS

JAYS

EAGLES

Percentage Attendance

Percentage
Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/#:~:text=Check%20if%20you%20have%20scarlet,chest%20and%20tummy%2C%20then%20spreads
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/#:~:text=Check%20if%20you%20have%20scarlet,chest%20and%20tummy%2C%20then%20spreads
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/#:~:text=Check%20if%20you%20have%20scarlet,chest%20and%20tummy%2C%20then%20spreads
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/#:~:text=Check%20if%20you%20have%20scarlet,chest%20and%20tummy%2C%20then%20spreads


 

Monday – no netball until after the February half 

term break. 

Tuesday – Dodgeball (KS2) 

Wednesday – Team Theme  

Thursday – Chess Club and Fizzy Tre 

Social media – twitter and our website. 

Follow us and check out the updated website for 

latest calendar events and a sneak peek into ‘A day 

in the life of’ our school. https://www.st-mary-st-

andrews.lancs.sch.uk/events/     Details of all the 

Christmas events are now live on the events page. 

https://twitter.com/BartonSmsa Each week our 

superstars will be posted on here for you to enjoy 

their success with them, come and follow us! 

 

 

this can be done with one week’s notice, 

rather than the previous system of two 

weeks, which we hope is helpful for you. 

Over recent weeks we have had close to 40 

emergency bookings per week which causes 

us difficulties at school, ensuring we have 

enough staff, space, food and resources. We 

always wish to help anyone with an 

emergency childcare and you must reach out 

to us if you need this support. 
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